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MARTIN CHANNEL? 

BAIGSN @?S2- 
OEtmRi-'XBHSpXAWfcF 
?8$’ HENRY A, . B'iSSSNSES 
PB0S$: GRAHAM./MARTIN 

Is , TRAN. VAN- DON, 

FASTER! OP ?NEWf02i THE? TKO&STgP’, THg« 'TN»U OP 1 MALTS, - THgLCHALKi 
fftbKb,tND WH2N- Mg ?8: FINISHED-- ONE! MAY’ NOT'igNOMUSreKAOfCP WHERE? . 
9NSI MAS: BEEN* SUT* ST’ MU’ BAMSt'SEEN' AN? ACmS ! . SESSION, , 'HEi.MAS? COME? 
T8* SEE! ME- A P5W DAYS? A80: Rf THIFRANYXC! -OSStRSI. ?§A7* NE^EBTAlUSHi 
THE! AUTHENTICITY OP' A. 0B*.BUi NH0! Hg^Bi Hf H3gCP ! T0: 0gr,AU?HORI?E0' 

TO 1 SPgAKi POR: HANOI,'. ,01$.* Hfi ORlMASNU^E?*: MS' HAVElNC EVISENCEi . , 
THAT'.HELHAO* AMY DIRECT' CONNECTION H|fHti*THE8!.'THBl ?RG; ORl'YHgi.ORn. 
81$: PROPOSAL RECEIVED! THROUGH! A<<CUT0U?’« TO 1 OOHji; NASI iRIMOVEi TH2EU 
AMO; THEN, HAVE' MUONS pRi LAMi OEVQKVE' ALU POKER! ON^THEePRJHE 
HXNJ8TER»00N, OPi COURIER 


8*.' LAST' NIGHT . HE 1 HAD A DIFFERENT’ SCENARIO^, BSS( MINK !§: THE: MAN 
HANOI' HANTS, KITH DON TO-, ADVISE- HJH, OP' COURSE^ . AUTHORITY! SS6< 

HJNH! AMO: TMEi. FRENCH AMBASSADOR,. 010^ BIS: MSNH? BAY' KITH WHOM HE!. MAS? 

IN’. TOUCH TO? LEARN PRCM? HANOJTTHA*' HEl HAD’ JUST’ INHERITED?. THE? MANTLE! 
OPIMEAVENI' DON DIDN-fT* KNOW,.. HON HA$r SUCCESSION: TO' -BE!. ARRANGED? ’ . . 
MINH! CDULOOE' APPOINTED! PRIME! MINISTER^ .-OOH SAID',- MITHi RULLl DEVOLUTION’ 
OP! MIUTAR.Y; AND- CIVILIAN , AUTHORITY' PROM HUONGU .HOWEVER, BS6< MINH 
MOULD! NfiT ACCEPT" THISi. THE? OTHER HAT'. MOULD' BE[ FORlHUDNS? TO. TURN; 

OVER! ALU POWER' TO BX|( MJNH! WHOi HOULDi' IMMEDIATELY ART" NEGOTIATIONS- 1 
ANOl.MBULD PQRHLTHEi NCNRCU MOULD! THE! GENERALO? ACCEPT? 1 DON SAID-' THEY'. 
HOULDl. MOULD THE CATHOLICS, = BUDDHISTS, ANOi.THEi. SECTS?' "DON. SAID' THEY’ 
MOULD’,. MHAT DID? NUON$!YHfNK!. ABOUT'' XT? 1, THAT' MAS-’ UNCERTAIN, , MAS-’ 
D0N>'8UREi THAT' BIG' MlNHl WAS:. ACCEPTABLE? TO' HANOI?'- : YES, HE! SAID, , BUT' 

Hi!. COULD- OR? MOULD . SIVEi NO' SPECIfEC! -EVIDENCE^ . HOUL^'W AMERICAN *3 
APPROVED V SAID THE! CONGRESS’ MAS IN: THE: THROES-- OFi.MAKINS' IT’ 

CLEAR THAT’ IT' CARED VERY' LITTLE'. MHO? MERE' THE! PLAYERS: IN V2ETNAK e . 

AND* I;HAD LONG MAINTAINED THAT’, THE! VIETNAMESE! MUST'.NEOOTIATE- 
THEMSELVES- WITH OTHER VIETNAMESE* ■ THEN? J. 030’. NOT* DISAPPROVE? 

J; SAID- x: HAD NO' AUTHORITY' Y0< APPROVE. OR- OISAPPROVEi MHAT' MUST' BE: 

* * ^ — 
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| B . r-SAW MgRRILLON AT‘ NOON: AFTER: HElHAD' APPOINTMENT’ WITH: PRESIDENT;,. 
THE* FRENCH- AMBASSADOR' S4Z0LNE? HAD: POINTED CU?r?Q; HUON®* ?Hgi NeCESSETV 
OFl QUICK' ACTS ON BUT SAID; ?£fi. PRESIDENT' SEEMED! SLDWMLLUNO AN* DUD: 
SAM* r AN0 : MAD Smw.ND'-SPEMPgeL REACTION*. '881 gCNF?SKS§i ?MS?‘YHgl . 

SWISS'- WHPSr §!g> MgMH'j. S’ AS^EOi 2F? THf V RgCf S VEO^Sf geSFSC? 

t8DI§AXS0N',FR0M HANOI TWf?‘ ©S#f MJNH’ WQgtQFBKlAeeStrftSlCfc. I: NEVER' 
ggesivse- 02R8GT RESPONSIL. |; AM UN8ER: IMPRESSION. THAT’ 

MEMCHIHAVEi RRE8EN?80 ; ..8X8' WSNHifS; .NAMEfTOi HANOI, HftVEl GOTTEN NO' 
IPieSfSCi RESPONSE* JUT’ HAVE; INTERPRETED* LACK! 0FI. ANSWER*. AS ; 'TICir 
|88EN?U FRENCH $ar THEPf REQUESTED CEISEsPIREr- AFTER* DEPARTURE' OFI 
THIEUi fO; WORK: OUT' SOME! NENlMLETXCAtl MODALITIES* , ANOI-. INTERPRET* 
CURREMf'LULU AS RESULT ' OF: THEIR:. INITIATIVE; . BELIEVING* 818* HINH 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO THEIR: INFLUENCE!. THEr ARE’ ANXIOUS; TO'. SET' HIM-., JN 
POWER', : HOPING ONCgi HE IS- IN, HANOI- WILL' PINO* IT'. fiXFf ICULTlTO 
DISOWN HIM.. MY OWN GUESS' {8: THAT HANOI' WISHES: FRENCH' PRESSURE! 
TOlOESTROY' LEGITIMACY OFtTHElRESIME^BT FORCING- UNCONSTITUTIONAL! 
SUCCESSION; PERHAPS ACCEPT* BIB* MINK- FOR' A SHORT' WHILE ; AS THE! 
VIETNAMESE: KERENSKY, AND THEN' MOVE: TO MAKE) THE! REVOLUTION ' 
IRREVERSIBLE*. 


Ai. SIS' HINH> INFORMED; ONE OF! MES:. REGULAR- AMERICAN:' CONTACTS:. IN* THE: 
AFTERNOON THAYYSOME* OFI. TH|L*NORTHERN.. GENERALS'*' WERE! PLANNING. A MOVE 
A6AIN8T’ HIM,, SINCE' MY'-.QNLY' DESIRE! ?3-'A- CONTINUES! TRANQUIL! SAIGON 

trrouihytdmorrow ano.thee weekend# .roso send; messenger; to kv 

WSTWi WORD THAT' IP’-- THIS-' RUHDRlBAS; TRUE;' WE?' THOUGHT* irWOQLD; GET 
NOWHERE#-. ASSUMINS'.HE'WOULO'DENY' ANT' CONNECTION* i:SA?D HEi SHOULD’ 
81! TOLD THAT’ WE' ACCEPTED: THIS: AS:. TRUE* . OF! COURSE', , BUT' NO? ONI: ELSE! 
WOULD! BELIEVE' XT# AND HEi THEREFORE! HAD SOME' VESTED; INTEREST IN 
SEEING! IT' DIDN’T' HAPPEN. . OURi MAN FOUND WITH: KY> POUR’ OTHER 
NORTHERN:. GENERALS*. . 

S,.. THE' CURRENT,. SHORTLIVED*, ;PRIMEi MINISTER, .- NH@ APPLIED* THE' 
ADJECTIVE: BOTH TO HI|: TERM! AND' TO HIS- LSFEV WANTS: TO* SET'* THEi HELL! 
ear DPI SAIGON# HE* THEREFORE^ INTENDED. TO RESIGN: THIS' MORNING’ AND: 
THEN* (DISREGARDING HUONG?#: DESIRE' TO: HAVE! HIM' CONTINUE! IN INTERIM 
CAPACITY* SBTTTHEfHSLLl OUT* OF'.'THE 1 COUNTRY TONIGHT*. T SAID: 

NO* TRANSPORTATION WOULD 1 BEt AVAILABLE; FOR. HIM! UNTIL! WEEKEND, SINCE: 
Mil: PRECIPITATE' DEPARTURE' CQULD : HAVE: GIVEN' INPETUS-'TO’ UNRAVELING: 
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?tRWf UMXU 0ECX8g0N:.Hft0E: m SUCSfSSa^S B , §Si ^WYHIfT RE?‘ WITH. 

TO PRESIDENT'' AT- S@ tM 28 - 80 RN 286 : THEY PRESENTED: THEf ^RESIGNATIONS: 
iy? , <0g®' , A@R£|!;?S ; 0?AY 'TEMPORARILY,' ' 

6^ (!BRJLtOM-..«eN?- B^eKi:?9! gggi'TO PRESIDENT' Af 4- P>U^ TOLDTO 
ATO&H&RD8' BY* PHONE,, THERE; HAS' NOTHING; NgW 0 . t T«Si.PREB|OEhiT‘- SUMMONgB 
RH A?'.iSi@S : . HEi. $AS0' THAf'M?L-HAB: RECEIVED 'THE: PR8N8HUM3A8SA90R mr 
BCRNlNffe. jHEi PREB*OBMf*J$AiblHB; HAOi'REBgEVCD- A. REBBITEsIN MILITARY' 

leitvxjiBBfl. irms-Nor a.-^easepsse^ .. jusr . a respitsmn& ; - there: ha§; 

BO^TEtURi'-HOM IMS' H < 0BUL&' LWe . Hgi §Ag$; YHA??A8r!*.' HA0!-REMSNDED' 

HXBi >TXHE S WAS: QFLTHE'-SSieNeEfe. HUONSi-.CONRXRHEB: TWgl RESIGNATION 
§P! TMCf CABXNENTTTHAT' M08NSNG& BUT' NOTED THEY’ MA{H'A6Rf£D ; '?9 i S5’&? 
TEMPORARILY UNTXli HE! CBUtO^RORH 7 *- MER'ClMHENfi. .HE«' A8KEO- HEi TD A9V|S£i 
HIM OB:. THE! COMPQSXTXQBi.OF' A- NSW -C&BlNgNT, .' I • Sai|!-TgA?' X' PEtf 
UNPREPARED TO MAKE! SUCH: 8y$SE5?J8N8« : PAR¥2CULft8LY‘-8XN5El : YN£R£' 
IEEHK0 : ;T8‘.IEi SOHS' GUElTfONS; WHETHER: NEW MeOAfc|?XS®!-MfgHt NO?' 

88f.0EYS8EB FOR; TO MR*. OEtW-'MVERNREHT*. HAD: HEtrRECeCVEO# . 
OOOHI-ABVXeSi PROM THEtPRENBr AMBASSASSR TBS5- MORJNDfe, THE! PRESIDENT' 
8AS0! HE! HAD NOT A8KSD"MXB ( . ANOlMERlLLON HAD; VOLUNTEERED' NDN5L 7 
SK'HUONS' then 8AJD Hl!HABfiD:-Y0vA8Ki Mg!-A 5U8IYIDN; A8AA-' FRIEND, 

NOT* AS AMBASSADOR* , NRlT- OIO^X -THXNK! 0P ! *BX6! R|NHf' S: SAXO 2 DSD 
ROT' KNOW HIM, HAD.N£VgR : HE?* HJW, BUY* NATURALLY* ' 

HAD HEARD ABOUT HJM # , I 8AfO i: HAD' HEARD; VARXOUKRUHQRB^ASOUT HIS: 
CURRENT' ABBXTX0M8,. 80ME> SAID XT’ - MOUUO BE ; GOQDi;IPi-NE!.NERe' APPOINTED 
PRSHE- 1 SINISTER IN THE; USUAL' WAY, = OTHERS;. SAJ9- HE*. WOULD DEMAND 
TO ; IE CHOSEN BY THE ASSEMBLY, AND 1 mi ; PEOPL£! ANO'HaVE: FULL) POWERS; 

CPi THEl.SOyERNMENT*. f ASKED JFi.THE; PRESIDENT'.HAD THOUGHT ' ABOUT' 
THE8E!:Y*Rieu|. ARRANGEMENTS, HUONG' OXD NOT 0IRECTLY7AN8WER* -REFERRING! 
TO- HS3 OLD. FRIENDSHIP' WITHlHINH WHO 'ALNAYS-'.CALUEO' HIM B TEACHEFPe. 

HE! HAD. ADYISSD M5NH TO'.GO .ABROAD;. AS AMBASSADOR! AT' LAPSE IN {904 
AND HADLBRDUSHT HjK OACKipROM BANGKOK: IN |§68». THERE7A8E: MANY' 

TXE|; BETWEEN US, HE- SAID, . 

7'«. X' SAID .S'- HAO HEARD! HE' WAS -ACC6PTIBL6'-T8 ( CERTIjr iROUPS; 2N 
IAX80N CALLING' THEMSEL^ m: YRERQ'FQBCfi AND' gAD'-REttXNEO: 

A CERTAIN ACCfPTA|XtlJTY‘:.AH0NS THE' GENERALI, - HUONSi SASO THESE 
IMPRESSIONS HERE!. CORRECT,, .'THE; HISSING: ELEMENT' SEEMED TO HE 1 T0 : BEi 
EVIDENCE; THAT' HEi WAG- ACCEPTABLE TO: HANOI, THE! PRESIDENT’ SA|D 
HEI 010 NOT. KNOW,. HE' WANTED THE FRENCH AND- THE! AMERICANS TO HELP 1 
HIM PINO OUT,- I SAIO FRENCH IN SAIGON-HAD: DIRECT' LXNK; WITH HANOI, 

BUT' OyRt COMMUNICATXONSvWERE' MORE: CIRCUITOUS, . NOTING: THAT I HAD 
lAlC .THAT ; TIME WAS-' OF' THE. ESSENCE, THE* PRESIDENT ASKED |P : I COULD 
INIUSRE ! OP THE POLISH- AMBASSADOR T0-THE-ICC8,, J: SAID 'I! WOULD TRY 
ANO : REPORT , TD HIM IN. THE,H0RNINGU 

!•> .THE : 'P0LI8H AMBASSADOR ,CAMEi' I NTD : SEE’. HE 1 AT' gBBg- THIS EYENJNBL. 

HEI'XI; AS- HARDLINING PROFESSlONALi CORHUNlSf AS S: HAVE- HET' BUT 
HCtXr ALIO A, DIPLOMATIC' PROPE$SIONALi-AWO : ME! UNDERSTAND- EACH- OTHERS 
I TDLD; HIM FRANKLY' THAT ’. If WAS: NY IMPRESSION: THA? V THE ; NEW HEAD OPi 
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o?a72 f -8QUA8Bti?‘ Frees' reals? iBgi. T8sr asr mw destined 

Hgf3 701 PUV THE R012! OFi'-A.^EJRIMi^li^THgS-'-MOMBNr CP! NSS; COUNTERS: 
HW?0R7i SUT HE HAB MO^HAf-OP: KH@^H6 : KHBJHER! H^N^g : QBUtO; 

II®' NXHH-.IN ?HE : TgMPOS&RS? gOLELOPi-lSgALU 'HE: BANTED',?© BETXfBgi 

HSWTXATXQN8 062N0: h% SUBTLE' A8«’'MS8IILB* ANDi-BEALSESO'gULLP ‘THA?* 
HXTITTNEi REALITIES. 0P"THE. CURRENT" SITUATXON*. 'SUCH' NE80?SS?I8Nf; MUST' 
18 PURTfiER. TBHARO 8ATXS??XN8> H^N62 f S’ VERSION QP 1 ' TH£ ! PARIS '. ASRgEHEMTS- 
THAN- ANT'. SOUTH VIETNAMESE COULO : 'HAVE! 0REANED ; HE' H0ULD"-6Qb. CUT*. T9 
8H0H 26UID HE' PUT'- THE- 9UE8HQlMP : HHIT8ER: 8?® MINH HAS: ACCEPTABLE' 

?Q- HaweXs , 7Hg POL® SA?B Hg ! K8ULD ?RfT?8 PEND- OUT,, H0HE»BR ; HEi 
88- A.- CAUTIOUS. HAM ANB NARSRN-NUSr 65TEI HXfl PERHXS8XON ‘TQ- HDVBi . 2. 
ggU§f‘ Hg: HXLL! HAVgi AN ANSWER- 2N TIMS* i 2 AM ; 62RT&2N' HEi HSU, 1 RgPQRT' 

8H THg, H0RNXN8 THAT =lj5:;HA8: r HEA805.H0TM|M8t. 

l'. BAN RBPORrTHArTe-.-THBi.P8eB8BBNr-.ANO: tBlEEi:IT ! -AT-imTi. 2 ' AK- 


gBTRSHELT SgioUe?&«T T8i SEf* U8&XNVetitfE0''XN ANT' NAVCXH-AOESSSN* ON-. 
ANV-BNOIVIOUAU POR, JHEi PERIOD’. ANEW,. 3|S' HJNHl N0ULDI.-8E' -A816000' AS: 
ART* Af‘ THIS: P8R800,, BUT' HE' SHOULD' ACOePfiROi RE8PQNlEIEEETY r 
®r RECOMMENDING H 2 M e . 00 >.tfgi HABBr.ANfvBBOIMTXOH'itRilMHBNBTBONif. 
HHITH5R: HE- MOULD* 8E- ACCEPTABLE! ?Q HANOIj, 'XPI-80» .■.HXBr.APROfHTMBNT ■ 
HXWT'EKTBNO THE' 0E''P*CT0',8ALPl TRUCE! A- HHJLS' LQNOBgfc. -OOvTOU' HAVEi 
AMT*.8US8B8TX0M8: ON HOHOSiSHALU-RESPONO-. TO : TME ! 'PRE8!l5£l!J?'_'2N THSl 
H8RXMJN6? OR' SHALL' I STJlLi 8PSN0rHyvT|gE! HONDERSNB' AT^THEL CURRENT' 
STATS! OPi OUR! MJLSTART INTSLLIBENCBU THXEU' IS’ 8ED HERE TONSSHT'e 

AROi'i: HOPEI X* CAN 8E : !Mi-HXNE:'POR' ARH8L6L. 

18 '*. WARN RE8ARSS' 

-r-^^-^-«^-€HV8SNSJ?SVE' EXCLUSIVELY EVES: ONLY’ 
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